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Call for Participants: Apply now!

International Lobbying Training

14 - 18 January 2026 | Thessaloniki, Greece

Are you ready to make youth voices heard on the European and international stage?

This training invites young people (main target group: 18 to 26 years) involved in youth work
activities to build up and deepen their advocacy skills in a dynamic, hands-on learning
environment. Whether you are a member of a local youth group, a volunteer or a full-time
employee of a youth work organisation: Over three days, you will strengthen your capacity to
represent youth interests and contribute to policy dialogue and decision-making at European
and international levels.

The training is organised as part of the Erasmus+ Cooperation Partnership Youth Voices
Rising and Generation Europe - The Academy. It will equip you with the knowledge, skills,
and confidence to represent youth interests at international meetings and other follow-up
activities, engage in advocacy at EU level, and enable you to represent youth concerns in
policymaking contexts.

By the end of this training, you will be able to:

e Understand the fundamentals of advocacy, lobbying, and youth policy at
European/international levels,
Analyse and map stakeholders, decision-making bodies, and power structures,
Construct advocacy plans: message design, target audiences, timing, and resources,
Practice lobbying techniques via simulations and roleplays grounded in real-world
contexts,

e Build a network of youth delegates ready to take part in international events in the
framework of “Youth Voices Rising”.
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We are looking for 25 motivated participants who:

Are affiliated/connected with a youth group or an organisation involved in youth work,
Are interested in youth policy, stakeholder engagement, and international
representation,

e Areready to learn and interact in an intercultural environment,

e Have a motivation to engage in follow-up activities in the framework of “Youth Voices
Rising”, for example becoming a youth delegate to visit international meetings or
conferences.

You don't already have to fully identify yourself as a “youth advocate” for applying. We
especially encourage applications from backgrounds whose voices are not heard enough(e.g.
ethnic minorities, rural youth, youth from disadvantaged socio-economic circumstances,
youth with disabilities). We look forward to establishing a training group with a balanced
geographical and gender composition. The training will be held in English.

e Arrival day in Thessaloniki, Greece: 14 January (evening)
e Working days: 15-17 January
e Departure: 18 January (morning)

All venue costs, accommodation, and meals (full board) will be covered by the “Youth Voices
Rising” cooperation partnership. Travel costs will be reimbursed (within set limits) after the
activity, based on submitted receipts.

To apply please complete the online application form:
generationeurope.org/application-for-the-international-lobbying-training/

The deadline for submissions is 21 November 2025. Selected participants will be notified by
1 December. For questions, please contact: Olga Kyriakidou, info@kirko.gr

The organisers reserve the right to make adjustments in venue, schedule, or methodology if required.
Selected participants will be asked to commit to follow-up advocacy tasks and peer support. Participation
implies accepting the conditions, including the timeline and travel reimbursement rules. The Youth Voices
Rising cooperation partnership is co-funded by the European Union. The views and opinions expressed are
those of the authors alone and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union, the European
Commission or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union,
the European Commission nor the EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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